
SUPPLEMENTARY SPECIES DATA: Morchella rufobrunnea Guzmán & F. Tapia, 
Mycologia 90:706. 1998. 

 

Etymology: The species epithet chosen by Guzmán and Tapia refers to the rufescence      of the 
brown ridges. 

 
Description of specimens examined: 

Ascomata 60–155 (–210) mm high. Hymenophore 40–120 mm high; 20–50 mm wide 
at the widest point; usually conic to subconic, especially when young, but occasionally 
subcylindric, ovoid, or subglobose; pitted and ridged, with 12–20 primary vertical ridges and 
numerous shorter, secondary vertical ridges and transecting horizontal ridges; adnate to the 
stipe at the point of attachment.  

Ridges glabrous; whitish to grayish when young, becoming yellowish or brownish 
yellow with maturity; bluntly rounded or nearly flat when young, but with age often becoming 
sharpened or eroded; bruising and discoloring orangish to rusty or reddish. Pits primarily 
vertically elongated, extending half or more of the hymenophore’s height, but with maturity 
sometimes irregularly shaped and less clearly vertical in orientation; glabrous; progressing 
from dark gray, dark brown or nearly black when immature to yellowish or brownish yellow at 
maturity.  

Stipe 20–70 (–90) mm high; 10–25 mm wide; often basally clavate to subclavate; often 
developing grooves with maturity, especially near the base; glabrous or finely mealy with 
granules in places; whitish to grayish, yellowish, or brownish; bruising orangish to rusty or 
reddish brown. 

Context whitish; 1–2 mm thick in the hollow hymenophore; in the stipe sometimes 
becoming chambered or layered near the base when mature. Sterile inner surface whitish and 
pubescent. Ascospores 19–25.5 × 12–17 μm; elliptical;; contents homogeneous; pale orange to 
yellowish orange in deposit. Asci 200–380 × 15–25 μm; 8-spored; cylindric; hyaline. 
Paraphyses 75–250 × 7–18.5 μm; cylindric; apices rounded to subclavate or subcapitate; 
septate; hyaline in KOH (2%).  

Elements on sterile ridges 75–125 × 7–15 μm; hyaline or with brownish contents in 
KOH (2%); septate; terminal cell clavate, widely fusoid, or more or less cylindric with a 
rounded to subacute apex. 

Ecology. The holotype collection was made in the Xalapa region of Mexico "on a 
recently disturbed roadside embankment" in a subtropical hardwood forest (Guzmán & Tapia 
1998); collections from the United States come from the coastal areas of California and 
Oregon (with one exception), in urban landscaping areas and gardens, from December to 
March. One collection has been documented from central Michigan, in an urban garden in 
October; it may represent an escape from nearby commercial cultivation of the species. 
Specimens examined (see SUPPLEMENTARY TABLE I) were collected in Veracruz (Mexico), 
California, and Michigan. 


